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AND THEY SHALL ANNOUNCE AND SAY, “OUR HANDS DID NOT SHED THIS BLOOD, NOR DID
OUR EYES SEE” (DEVARIM 21:7)

Equipped for Life



If a person is found murdered outside of the city and the killer is unknown, the Torah mandates a process
known as Eglah Arufa to atone on behalf of the city’s inhabitants for the occurrence of this murder. The
purpose of this much-publicized ritual, led by the city’s elders, is to make the public aware of this tragic
incident in order to prevent (or decrease the likelihood) of such occurences in the future. In addition, by
making the public aware of the crime, there are better chances of finding the murderer (see Sefer
HaChinuch, Mitzvos 530-531).

As part of this process, the elders and judges make a disclaimer that “Our hands did not shed this blood,
nor did our eyes see.” As the Talmud (Sotah 45b) explains, this means, “Wedid not see him and
knowingly let him depart without food or escort.” Implied is that if they had known that this person was
setting off on a precarious journey, the elders themselves would have been responsible to ensure that he

was well equipped to face the challenges that lie ahead of him.

“You who cleave to Hashem your G-d are alive,” says the Torah (Devarim 4:4); accordingly, the dead
corpse found outside the city also alludes to someone who dies a spiritual death, meaning, he chooses
not to cleave to G-d and His Torah. And if the Torah expects the elders to save all who pass through their
town from a risk of mortal danger, then they are certainly responsible to save them from a threat of

spiritual death!

Before any Jewish boy or girl sets off on their life’s journey, the leaders of the community must ensure
that they are “accompanied” and well stocked with “provisions” for the way. The “elders” must see to it
that every Jewish child in their community begins his or her journey equipped with an education in Torah
and mitzvah practice—Torah is compared to food (see Tehilim 40:9);mitzvos to clothing (see Rashi,
Beraishis 3:7)—so as to guarantee the child’s survival in the face of any spiritual dangers they might

encounter along life’s path.
—Likutei Sichos, vol. 30, p. 223
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IS THEN MAN THE TREE OF THE FIELD (DEVARIM 20:19)
Planting Smart

According to its simple meaning, this verse is questioning the logic of wantonly destroying a fruit tree
when you are waging a war against a city’s inhabitants. “Is man the tree of the field, such that the tree
too is your enemy?” The Talmud (Taanis 7a), however, interprets this verse as stating a matter of fact:

indeed, man is like the tree of the field.

This comparison of man to tree teaches us an important lesson regarding the significance of the early
education that we provide to our children, which can be compared to caring for a tree in its earliest
stages. A scrape in a fully-grown tree is undesirable, but it is not likely to devastate the tree’s entire

future. A developed tree is strong enough to recover from such damage, and can continue to grow



healthily and fruitfully despite suffering minor deficiencies. In a seed or young sapling, however, even the
smallest scrape will scar the tree for life, and possibly ruin the prospects of the tree growing straight and
tall.

The same is true of the education of children. Compromised standards are undesirable even for adults,
but such compromise in the education of children is absolutely devastating. In order to nurture and raise a
generation of Jews that are spiritually fit, we must ensure that our children receive a healthy and undiluted

Jewish education starting—and especially—from the youngest age.

The long-term positive effects of even the smallest measure of improvement in the area of Jewish
education, justify every effort we can possibly make in this regard.

—Likutei Sichos vol. 1, p. 82; Igros Kodesh vol. 2, p. 82



